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Dr. Harris reports that "writing is a complex cognitive activity involving the activation of a variety of 
processes and strategies." Students with learning challenges face even more difficulties when 
required to compose. They need support not only in the development of skills, but also in 
developing composition strategies, understandings about the writing process, self-regulation of the 
writing process, and positive attitudes about themselves as writers. Over two decades of 
classroom research shows that Self-Regulated Strategy Development (SRSD) meaningfully 
improves what and how children write, and their beliefs about themselves as writers. In the last 
decade, research on SRSD has extended from grades 2 through adults, additional genres, writing in 
math and science, writing from source text, and reading and writing to learn. In this presentation, 
Dr. Harris will overview the strategies and materials available to you, as well as what we now know 
about teacher preparation for SRSD.


When:   December 15, 2015 
Where:  	 Currey Ingram Academy, 6544 Murray Lane, Brentwood, TN 

Time:  3:30-5 p.m.    

Register @ www.curreyingram.org/communityeducation

Dr. Karen R. Harris is a professor in the Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College at Arizona State University. 
She has worked in the field of education for over 40 years, initially as a general education teacher and 
then as a special education teacher. Her research focuses on informing and improving theory, research 
and practice related to writing development among students with high incidence disabilities, students 
who struggle with writing, and normally achieving students. She developed the Self-Regulated 
Strategy Development (SRSD) model of strategies instruction; SRSD has been most extensively 
researched in the area of writing, although researchers have also addressed applications in reading, 
math and homework. Former editor of the Journal of Educational Psychology, Dr. Harris was also 
senior editor of the American Psychological Association Educational Psychology Handbook (2012). 
She is the lead editor (along with Steve Graham) of the What Works for Special Needs Learners series 
published by Guilford Press. She is co-author or co-editor of 14 books and over 200 peer-reviewed 
articles and chapters, and has served on editorial boards for journals in special education, educational 
psychology, and general education. 
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